TESTIMONIES 


IN FAVOUR OF THE 


BIBLE. 


I. E confeſs and believe all the canoni- 
cal Books of the Old Teſtament, 
and all the Books of the New Teſtament, to be 
the very true WoRp or Gop, and to be written 
by the Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt, and are 
thereforc to be heard accordingly, as the Judge 
in all controverſies and matters of Religion. 
Robert Ferrar, Bio: of St. David's, Row- 
land Taylor, John Philpot, John Bradford, 
Laurence Saunders, John Hooper, Bifhef: of 
Worceſter and Glouceſter, Edward Crome, 
John Rogers, Edmund Lawrence, I F. 
and J. M. and Miles Coverdale, Confeſſors 
and Martyrs. Fos's Acts and Monuments, 
2. The Divine Writings have been the trea-" 
ſury of all ſucceeding wifdom. I adore the 
plenitude of the Scriptures: | Tertullian, 
3. Hilarion, Ammonius, Matcus junior, Eros, 
Serapion, Solomon, and. many of the primitive 
Chriſtians, became ſo well verſed in the Holy 
Scripture, that they could repeat it by heart. 


Sorom. lib, 3. c. 14. Hieron, vit. Hil, c. 7. Steg, Hom. 15. Aug. Ep, 38. 75. * 
Euſeb, de Martyr. c. 13. p. 344. Bingham's Antiq. v. 3. 63. & v. 5, 110» , 
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4. The noble Picus Mirandula was accounted 
the beſt linguiſt and ſcholar of his age, and yet, 
after he had run through innumerable volumes, 
he reſted in the Bible as the only book wherein 
he had found out the true cloquence and wiſdom. 


Letter to Herm. Barbarus, 


5. That great and eminent French ſcholar, 
Salmaſius, after all his ſtudy, and labour, and 
honour, went out of the world with this ſor— 
rowful reflection: Oh! I have loſt a world of 
time ; of time, the moſt precious thing in the 
world; whereof had I but one year longer, it 
ſhould all be ſpent in David's pſalms and Paul's 
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epiſtles. Bp, Horne's Comm, on the Pfalms. 


6, Monſieur Boileau, the celebrated French 
poet, declared to Le Clerc, that Every word 
and ſyllable of the Bible ought to be adored. It 
not only cannot be too much admired, but it 
cannot be enough admired. et d whe 


7. Rouſſeau, notwithſtanding his infidelity, 
declared to a friend, I will confeſs to you, that 
the majeſty of the Scriptures ſtrikes me with 
admiration, as the purity of the goſpel hath its 
influence on my heart. Peruſe the works of 
our philoſophers with all their pomp of diction : 
how mean, how eontemptible are they, com- 
pared with the Scriptures ! „. 


193 


8. Count Struenſee, prime miniſter of Den— 
mark, declared, when recovered from his infi- 
delity—lI own with joy, I find Chriſtianity more 
amiable, the more I get acquainted with it. 


Nartative of his Converſion and Death. 


9. Count Oxenſtiern, chancellor of Sweed- 
land, a perſon of the firſt ability in his country, 
declared to Whitlock, the Englith ambaſſador, 
'Fhat all the comfort he had, and ail the com- 
fort he taſted, and which is more than the world 
can give, was feeling the good Spirit of God in 
his heart, and reading in the Bible, which came 
from that Spirit. eee 


10. The famous John Selden, one of the moſt 
eminent philoſophers, and moſt learned men of 
his time, who had read as much pcrhaps as ever 
man did, and collected books and manuſcripts 
upon all ancient ſubjects, declared to archbiſhop 
Ulher, towards the latter end of his days, that 
he could reſt his ſoul on no book, ſave the 
Seriptures. Ten' No Croſs No Crowns 


11. It is mentioned on the monument of the 
Rev. and learned Joſhua Barnes, B. D. that he 
read a ſmall Engliſh Bible, which he uſually 
carried about him, one hundred and twenty 


times Over. Britiſh Biography, 
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10. The famous John Selden, one of the moſt 
eminent philoſophers, and moſt learned men of 
his time, who had read as much perhaps as ever 
man did, and collected books and manuſcripts 
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11. It is mentioned on the monument of the 
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12. S. Johnſon, LL. D. ſaid, IJ hope to read 
the whole Bible once a vear, as long as I live. 


Strahau's Prayers, &c, of Dr. Johnſon, 


13. Sir Matthew Hale, in a letter to one of 
his ſons, told him, I have been ſomewhat ac- 
quainted with men and books: I have had long 
experience in learning, and in the world. There 
is no book like the Bible, for excellent learning, 
wiſdom, and uſe, and it is want of underſtand- 
ing in them who think or ſpeak otherwiſe. 


. Letter to his Son. 


14. The honourable Mr. Robert Boyle wrote 
a Whole volume in praiſe of the ſtyle and lan- 
guage of the Holy Scripture, and calls the Bible, 
That matchleſs book; and declares, it is im- 


poſſible we can ſtudy it too much, or eſteem it 
i Too highly. Conſiderations on the Style of the Holy Scriptures, 


15. Robert, king of Sicily, declared, That 
3 the Holy Books were dearer to him than his 
kingdom, and that if he were under any neceſſity 


of quitting one, it ſhould be his diadem. 
Woodward, 
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16. The Scriptures we are ſure are the Wok D 
OF G OD. Earl of Nottingham's Anſwer to Whiſton. 


17. Amongſt all the ancient books in the 
world, the Holy Bible ſtands unrivalled in its 


antiquity as well as its importance. 
Dr. Kennicott's Hiſtory of the Hebrew Text. 
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18. Upon a certain occaſion, a paper was 
ealled for in the council chamber of King 
Edward VI. which happencd to lie out of 
reach ; the perſon concerned to produce it took 
a Bible that lay by, and ſtanding upon it reached 
down the paper: the king, obſerving what was 
done, ran himſelf to the place, and taking the 
Bible into his hands, kiſſed it, and laid it up 
again. Hiſtory of England. 

19. All arguments againſt the Word of God 
are fallacies; all conceits againſt it are delu- 
ſions; to deride it is folly; and to oppole it is 
madneſs. nenn 

20. Sir Iſaac Newton entered further into the 
depths of philoſophy than ever mortal did before 
or ſince, and yet, he accounted the Scxiptures of 
God to be the moſt ſublime philoſophy. And as 
a proof of his reſpe& for them, when Doctor 
Halley, his friend, but yet a profeſſed infidel, 
was throwing out ſome indecent reflections upon 
Chriſtianity, Sir Iſaac ſtopped him ſhort, and 
addreſſed him in theſe or the like words Dr. 
Halley, I am always glad to hear you when you 
ſpeak about aſtronomy, or other parts of the 
mathematics, becauſe that is a ſubje& you have 
ſtudied, and well underſtand ; but you ſhould 
not talk of Chriſtianity, for you have not ſtudied 
it: I have; and am certain you know nothing 


of the matter, Addiſon's Evidences ; Britiſh Biography. 
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21. To a young man deſirous of information 
Mr. Locke gave this advice, Study the Holy Serip- 
tures, eſpecially the New Teſtament; therein 
are contained the words of eternal life. It has 
God for its author; ſalvation for its end; and 


truth, without any mixture of error, for its matter. 
Dr. Watſon's Letters to Gibbon, Eſq. 


22. I muſt ſay of the Bible as Cicero ſaid of the 
twelve tables—T his little book alone exceeds the 
libraries of all the philoſophers in the weight of 


its authority, and in the extent of its utility. 
Apology for the Bible, by the Biſhop of Landaft 


23. Sir William Jones was a great linguiſt and 
profound ſcholar: on the blank leaf facing the 
title-page of his Bible, in his own hand writing, 
was found the following teſtimony : viz. I have 
regularly and attefitively read the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and am of opinion, this volume, inde- 
pendent of its divine origin, contains more ſub- 
limity and beauty, more pure morality, more 
important hiſtory, and finer ſtrains of poetry 
and cloquence, than can be collected from all 
other books in whatever language or age they 
may have been compoſed. ROY Ong. 

24. All Scripture is given by inſpiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for inſtruction in righteouſneſs ; 


that the man of God may be perfect, thorouglily 


furniſhed unto all good works. St. Paul. 


K 
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25. Holy men of old ſpake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghoſt. St. Peter. 


26. O ſtudium vere dignum ! O induſtriam 
omni prædicatione majorem ! qua homo id con- 
ſequitur, ut eadem lingua cum Deo, cum ſanctis 
Angelis, Patriarchis & Prophetis ſcienter poſſit 
colloqui, & Dei mentem ex lingua Dei ſincere 
hominibus explicare R 
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O Lord, write thy Holy WorD upon my 
heart! Make it more familiar to me than my 
triends, more ſweet than my liberty, more de- 
lightful than all my earthly comforts, and more 
valuable to me than my life. 


C. BAYLEY. 


MANCHESTER; 
JAN, I, 1798. 
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THE HOLY SCRIPTURES 


CONTAIN, 
Ta the Old Testament. New Testament. {6tal, 
BOOKS 39 27 66 
Chapters 929 260 1,189 
Veries 23,214 75959 31,173 
Words 592,439 181,253 773,692 
Letters 2,728, 100 838, 380 3,506,480 


OLD TESTAMENT. 


The middle book is Proverbs. 

The, middle chapter is Job xxix. 

The middle verſe is 2 Chron. xx. betw. 17th & 18th ver, 
The leaſt verſe is 1 Chron. i. 25. 

The middle time 1s the 2 Chron. iv. 16. 

Ezra vii. 21. has all the letters of the alphabet. 

2 Kings, xix. and Iſaiah xxxvil. are nearly alike. 
TEHOVAH occurs 6,855 times. 

AND occurs 35,543 times. 


| # * Penn, 1 0 k 
Muster „ +a Soc =. „ „„ „„ „ 183 

Verſes - - - = - . 6,081 

Words JJ So 5200, = 152,105 


NEW TESTAMENT. 


The middle book is 2d Epiſtle to the Theſſalonians. 
The middle chapter is between Romans xiii. & xiv. 
The middle verſe is Acts xvii. 17. 
The leaſt verſe is John xi. 35. 

The middle time is 1 "Chef: i. 10. 

SON is mentioned 78 times in Luke ili. 
AND occurs 10,084 times, 


The middle chapter and leaſt in the Bible is Pſalm cxvii, 
The middle verſe is Pſalm cxviii. 8. 


CHILDREN is mentioned 89 times in Nehem. vii. 
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